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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of South Newstead 
August 23rd, 2026 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from 

which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s 

bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the 

church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as 

a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table 

we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 
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PRELUDE – WELCOME – 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please stand as you are able 

GATHERING SONG:  
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GREETING: 

L: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  

 

ALL: And also with you.   

 

L: You are the treasured people of the Lord, 

 

ALL: a people holy to the Lord our God. 

 

L: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

 

ALL: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down 

and when you rise.  

 

L: One does not live by bread alone, 

 

ALL: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.  

 

SCRIPTURE SONG:  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: The Lord be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

L: Let us pray, 

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our 

strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. ALL: Amen.  
    Please be seated 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 

L:  1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

  you who seek the Lord. 

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 

  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

 2 Look to Abraham your father 

  and to Sarah, who bore you, 

 for he was but one when I called him, 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 

 3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 

  he will comfort all her waste places 

 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 

 joy and gladness will be found in her, 

  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

 

 4 Listen to me, my people, 

  and give heed to me, my nation, 

 for a teaching will go out from me 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 

  my salvation has gone out, 

  and my arms will rule the peoples; 

 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 

 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 

  and look at the earth beneath, 

 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 

 but my salvation will be forever, 

  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

L: The word of the Lord.  ALL: Thanks be to God 
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PSALM: 138 

L:1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your 

praise. 

ALL: 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 

steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all 

things. 

L: 3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 

ALL: 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have heard the 

words of your mouth.  

L: 5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 

ALL: 6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 

L: 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand 

against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 

ALL: 8 You will make good your purpose for me; 

O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.  

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 

L: 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of 

worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so 

that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 

highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 

of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the 

members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 

teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

L: The word of the Lord.  ALL: Thanks be to God.   
Please stand if you are able 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord. 

L: 13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 

do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others 

Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 

Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples 

not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  

ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.                     
                                                                     Please be seated 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON: Rev. Nancy Milleville  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   

Built on a Rock 
Please stand as you are able 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

L: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  

ALL: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.  

L: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

 

ALL:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.      

 

L: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
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ALL: pray in the Holy Spirit. 

L: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

ALL: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

L: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  

ALL: Everything old has been passed away; behold, everything has become new! 

L: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and 

to one another. 

 

A moment for silent prayer. 

 

Gracious God, 

ALL: Have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

L: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

ALL: Amen.  

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

ALL: And also with you.   
You are invited to greet your neighbors  

with a sign of Christ's peace.              

  Please be seated 

                                                   OFFERING 
Any financial gifts you wish to give towards the ministry of Trinity may be placed in the offering plate as it is passed 

around or at the rear of the sanctuary.  You may also give your offering online using the QR code provided or go to  

trinitysouthnewstead.org/give. We give thanks for your sharing of your offerings this and every day.                                                                            

Please stand as you are able 

                                                 OFFERTORY  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L: Let us pray together, Loving God,  

ALL: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 

abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

L: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God’s creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

L: God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and encourage 

your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all 

the world, including our NOEL cluster siblings of First English, Lockport; St. John’s, 

Lyndonville; St. Peter, Medina; Trinity, Wolcottsville; and Zion, Gasport. Merciful God, 

ALL: receive our prayer. 

 

L: You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—all 

reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation and teach us to be wise stewards of all you 

have made. Merciful God, 

ALL: receive our prayer. 

 

L: You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing war, 

conflict, disease, famine, and disaster (especially…). Guide the work of relief agencies and 

peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, 

ALL: receive our prayer. 

 

L: You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who struggle 

with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they know they are not 

alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day (especially those who are sick, injured or 

otherwise suffering…). Merciful God, 

ALL: receive our prayer. 

 

L: You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and talents 

of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as the body 

of Christ. Merciful God, 

ALL: receive our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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L: Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope of 

this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet. Merciful 

God, 

ALL: receive our prayer. 

 

L: And you know our deepest needs, even when our sighs are too deep for words to express. 

Hear us as we share our deepest needs in this time of silent prayer. 

 

A moment for silent prayer. 

 

L: Merciful God, 

ALL: receive our prayer. 

 

L: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name 

of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

ALL: Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.   

  

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me.   

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: ALL: Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
The minister will give instruction on the distribution of communion. 

                                                              Please be seated  
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COMMUNION HYMN:  Lamb Of God   

  

 

COMMUNION HYMN:  

To be sung during the distribution of communion  
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COMMUNION HYMN: by request as needed 

Please stand as you are able 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  

L: The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his grace.   

ALL: Amen.  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

L: Let us pray together, Compassionate God, 

ALL: through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
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may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

ALL: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:  
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DISMISSAL 

L: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

ALL: Thanks be to God.  
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About Today’s Readings:  

 

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God 

offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. 

Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by 

the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, 

but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son 

of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very 

gates of Hades. 

 

 
Worship liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. 

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS001595 

Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731772. All rights reserved 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition, copyright © 2022 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

WI-FI: To access our community wifi, go to ‘Trinity Guest’ on your device, and then when prompted, enter the password:  

BeABeacon 

Trinity Lutheran Evangelical Church of South Newstead 

4809 S. Newstead Rd. 

Akron, NY 14001 

716-542-9828 

Trinitysouthnewstead.org                                                                                       trinitysouthnewstead@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Thank You! 

Rev. Milleville for leading us in 

worship today! 

 

mailto:trinitysouthnewstead@gmail.com
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Announcements 

Please Hold in Prayer: 

To add someone to the prayer list in the bulletin/beacon, add them to the list at the back of the Sanctuary or 

contact the church office. You can call or email in a prayer at any time. 716-542-9828. Or text Tracy directly at 

716-579-3612. 

 

Now you can also go on the website and email in a prayer through there, too, whenever you’d like! 

trinitysouthnewstead@gmail.com  

 

If you would like your prayer concern to be shared through our One Call phone system, please call Sue Kidder 

at 716-542-2095. Prayers are printed on Tuesdays and will be verbally announced in church if submitted after 

that.  

 

We pray for healing, strength and patience for those we love going through difficult times:  

Harold Gardner 

Sharon Ferraro 

Bruce Albins & his family 

Charles Berlinger 

Sharon Ferraro 

Mike Ferraro 

Jordan Ertel 

Pastor Dean and his wife, Nancy 

 

We pray for patience, strength and support for the families and friends of:  

Those battling drug and alcohol addiction 

Virginia Doak  

 

Weekly: 

Choir is off for the summer! 

Sunday School resumes on September 13th (startup info is below and in Beacon) 

Sunday Worship at 9:30 

Bible Study: See list below 

 

Confirmation at Trinity 
We're excited to offer a Confirmation program for our youth starting in September! The first 

evening meeting is September 20th from 6-8pm.  

 

If you were unable to attend the parent’s meeting on August 6th, please be sure to mark your 

calendar for a parents’ meeting after worship in the adult study room on September 6th.  

mailto:trinitysouthnewstead@gmail.com
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Confirmation is a process in which junior-high youth in grades 7 and up learn what it means to 

be a Lutheran Christian in our world. They will then take responsibility for their faith when they 

are confirmed after completing a two-year program of classes, interactions, service, 

relationship-building, and more. 

 

Registration form is now online on our website. Please be sure to fill it out before the first day. 

Any questions, send Pastor Rick a message.  

 

Food Pantry: 

Setup Aug 31st @ 8am  

Distribution Tues Sept 1st @ 8:30am 

 

 

Council: September 8th @ 7pm 

 

Office Info: 

Pastor Rick: Tuesdays 10:00-1:00 p.m. and by appointment 

Tracy: Tuesdays: 9:30-2:30, Thursdays: remote. Call, text or email any time. 

 

Summer office hours updates: 
August 14-30th – Pastor is away  

 

For Pastoral emergencies during this time:  

Aug 22-30 – Pastor Craig Rhodenizer 

716-799-5548 

Bible Study 
Trinity is part of the NOEL (Niagara Orleans Ev. Lutherans) cluster of churches’ Bible Study. 

Consider this your invitation to join, make new friends, and gain new insights into the Word 

and faith.  

Pastor Rick, Pastor Craig, and Pastor Sohail lead this Bible Study, which is at 10 am Thursdays. 

The location rotates among the NOEL churches:  

 

8/27 – Zion - 4447 Central Ave, Gasport 14067 

9/3 - St. John’s - 10213 Roosevelt Hwy, Lyndonville, 14098 

9/10- Here at Trinity! 

9/17 – St. Peter – 1355 West Ave, Medina 14103 

9/24 - Trinity Wolcottsville – 6369 Wolcottsville Rd, Akron 14001 

10/1- Zion - 4447 Central Ave, Gasport 14067 

10/8 - St. John’s - 10213 Roosevelt Hwy, Lyndonville, 14098 

10/15 – Here at Trinity! 

10/22- St. Peter – 1355 West Ave, Medina 14103 

10/29- Trinity Wolcottsville – 6369 Wolcottsville Rd, Akron 14001 
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Sunday School 
We are excited for Sunday School to start on September 13th! Sunday School this year will 

rum from 10:45-11:45 am for a full hour. New this year: registration forms are online, and we'll 

be requiring parents to sign in and sign out their children. Registration forms are needed for all 

children, and can be found on the Sunday School page of our website 

at trinitysouthnewstead.org. 
Note: there will be no Sunday School on September 20th. 
 

Synod CaSTLE recap 
Thank you for a great turnout at our CaSTLE Listening Session with the Synod on August 3rd. 

This is just the beginning though, as this program shifts to Learning Cohorts. These will involve 

teaching, learning, coaching and conversation based on the priorities we noted during our 

sharing. The first Learning Cohort will be Saturday, September 26 from 9-11:30 am online, for 

which we'll meet here at church to participate in. See Pastor Rick for any questions. 

 

Women’s Meeting 
Our women’s social group will resume meeting again on September 3rd at 1pm. Please weigh 

in on what you’d like to see then or in the future; would you like to continue with snacks? 

Would you prefer it be a lunch? Or no snacks at all? Crafts? Please let Ronda know what you’d 

like to see and our group will keep evolving to be what you’d like it to be!  

 

Congregational Listening Session:   

Sunday Sept. 20th following worship  
What is Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Newstead? Who is Trinity? Why is 

Trinity?  

These questions come up from time to time as we evaluate ourselves as a congregation. From 

within that framework and understanding, we can better identify the people, the mission and the 

direction of the congregation of Trinity. 

We have done this in the past. Through our period of intentional internship, to the congregational 

merger with St John's, to our development of our ministry site profile for the purpose of calling 

and retaining pastoral leadership. We have asked ourselves these questions, as a council and as a 

congregation. The means to do this have varied. Focused collaborative stakeholder groups, to 

council committees, to surveys and now, a conversation. 

 

Over the past few months, Trinity has been engaged in a shared ministry with Zion Lutheran 

Church of Gasport. Pastor Rick, through the direction of Synod and the understanding with 

council and Trinity, has been sharing pastoral leadership and care part time with Zion. The intent 

was to assist Zion in completing their ministry site profile and to organize to find new pastoral 

leadership. It was made into a formal agreement, along with a term, that has since expired. The 

question that Synod, Zion and Trinity now face is, what’s next?   

http://trinitysouthnewstead.org/
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After discussion at council, it was decided to hold a listening session later this year. The listening 

session will be held on September 20th following worship. Deacon Rachel Sosebee will be joining 

us for this session to field any questions she can help with as well.  

The purpose of the session is to ask and engage our congregation to review the past, the current 

and the future needs of our congregation’s pastoral leadership. What does it look like? What do 

we need? This is the basis for the conversation. It will be open to the entire congregation as the 

council seeks your input for consideration. This is not a congregational meeting, so no actions are 

planned to be made. But with the conversation, the council will have a better understanding of 

Trinity to make decisions on next steps and direction. 

As always, if you have questions, please feel free to reach out to Pastor Rick or myself. Thank 

you for your understanding, cooperation and hopefully, your participation. 

Yours in Christ, 
Erik Polkowski 
Conversation Facilitator, Council VP 2026  

 

Save the date: Chowda’ Time! 
Our Chowder sale will be Saturday, September 26th, mark your calendars! Corn shucking will 

happen between now and then, and of course there’s lots of need for volunteering throughout 

the process. 

 

Niagara Frontier Conference Assembly 
Trinity will host the Niagara Frontier Conference Assembly from 6-8 pm on Wednesday, Oct. 

21st. This is a twice-annual gathering of clergy and lay leaders from across WNY for making 

connections, devotions and conducting the business of the conference. Bishop Lee Miller will 

have a presentation as well. We'll need some coordination to offer snacks and drinks for 

attendees (of which there may be upwards of 50-75 people). 

 

Rummage Sale 

Mark your calendars! All-day set-up Wednesday, Nov. 11; the Sale itself is Fri. Nov. 13th from 

5-7 pm and Sat. Nov. 14th from 9-11 am. 

 

Quilt Raffle 
In the back of the sanctuary you’ll notice the Crittenden Quilter’s beautiful quilt on display. 

You can win it! Tickets are $3 ea or 2 for $5.00. You can drop your money in the box below 

the quilt with your ticket(s) (but be sure to write down your name and number) or, give it to 

Ronda Lauridsen and she will get you’re your ticket. 

 

Tickets are on sale now ‘til the Chowder sale, and the winning ticket will be drawn with the 

basket raffle names. If you’re interested in selling tickets in the community to help, please see 

Ronda and she’ll set you up.  

 


